MACTE Meeting February 28, 2008
Maureen Preen welcomed the group.  
Handouts:

National issues: Power Point

TEACH Grants Information

Lawsuit challenges to NCLB

Budget

Calendar proposal

Introductions of the xx (50?) people in attendance.
MACTE meeting day will be considered the “business meeting” rather than a separate time during the day.
Bruce Munson outlined the Congress agenda.  The panel will be made up of several organizations in the state with particular ideas regarding education issues.

Afternoon sessions: some changes that will be noted tomorrow.

Announcement for the Caucus meeting time:


Nominations for U of MN and Private Colleges – also the president elect.


Dates for next year

Place for meetings

.  
National Issues: Maureen

· Lawsuit – NCLB and the highly qualified teacher.  Dept of ed allows alternative licensure routes with “intensive supervision” to be labeled HQ.  A provision states that parents need to be notified if the teacher is not HQ.  So, a lawsuit in San Francisco files in August 2007.  More to come.

· Differences between Republicans and Democrats – so advocacy groups are looking at these things differently.  Parents and public is not informed regarding the reauthrorization.

George commented about hearings associated with the NEA.  May not be a bill before the presidential election.  Spellings and Bush have stated specifically there will be no changes.  Democratic leadership want to keep the spirit of the law  in place (Miller and Kennedy).  A lot of pressure for merit pay related to success.  Others pushing for choice, charter schools, etc.
· Higher ed bill – up for reauthorization.  Teacher Quality Enhancement grants have been reduced.  AACTE has asked us to get involved.  Sample letters are available – consider sending letters to the representatives.  Senator Coleman (up for election) is very important. Staff from both offices are wanting to hear from us on this and other issues.  Letter can be sent electronically and Maureen will do this to CIR’s

· Pass rates for Title II reports will be based on teacher candidates who have completed 100% of the non-clinical coursework.

· AACTE has been a great advocate for all of us.

· Significant funding is coming under the America COMPETES Act – for licensure in STEM fields.  Funding is based on UTeach model from of the U of Texas Austin.

· TEACH grants:  Lots of information and it is available to the student.  Implementation is this summer (2008).  Licensure areas are specified in the bill.

Review of current legislation: Mary Bents
Day on the Hill: John Clementson

This was the 2nd Day on the Hill for MACTE.  We are the only state organization that has done this at all – and we have now done this twice.

Individual meetings with local legislators were held.  The MACTE legislative group met with Mindy Greiling, Gene Pelowski, Kathy Saltzman, and others.  A group also attended the committee meetings.

A brochure was produced that summarized our initiatives.

We will evaluate how the Day went for planning for next year.

Licensure Renewal: Lynn Lindow, chair of committee, 7 members.

Lynn is recommending people for renewing licenses.  Have one person completed renewal.  Institutions should notify faculty members if that is necessary.  Need to set up a repository for the organization.  

Will MACTE be able to put on any of the workshops for renewal?  Clock hours can be attained via the Congresses.  It may be something more for MACTE to consider.  ED MN does offer several options at the fall meeting.
BOT Update from Louise Wilson, H.ED rep to the BOT
Task Force Updates – Karen Balmer has been creating task force groups of experts to address issues.  All four of these will report by April

· Reading and Literacy:

Looking at standards of reading and literacy.  Some of the people who are a part of the task force are also pushing legislation.

· Technology

Looking at the standards in several licensure areas, renaming some areas, using ISTE standards.

· Middle Level – decoupling

Task force will likely recommend decoupling k-6 and specialty.  How it will impact programs and licensure (particularly in specialty areas) is still to be determined.

Pre-primary as a specialty may be eliminated at some institutions.  There will still be an option to offer the specialty areas.  

· Native American

Task force is not recommending changes in rule.  It may be more regarding how native American’s are taught.

OTHER ISSUES

· Permissions:

Concern by new members of the BOT have raised concerns regarding how prepared are the individuals who are receiving the waivers.

· Richard Simm’s replacement:  8 candidates have been interviewed.  It is unclear regarding whether the hiring freeze will affect this position.
· Science licensure

· Alternative pathways – we need to again make clear what our alternative options are.  We are still being asked about our openness to alternatives.

Future:

· PEPER will be reviewed and revised

· Purpose and effectiveness of licensure exams.

Induction Data and Policy – Debbie Luedtke

Power Point handout - 
Discussion with MACTE members:
Where are the examples of the Minnesota “best practice”?


Teacher Support Partnership – bridging preservice to insservice



Ed MN, MDE, MnSCU, U of MN- TC



Preparing Guidelines for schools 




Surveying the Minnesota landscape




Collecting exemplars
(What are MACTE institutions related to induction? – Add this to our survey of institutions)

For districts that do support induction, what is the percentage of PD funds allotted?
R&D Grants from 10 years ago – 2 years of funding.  Something to review at this point to see how much has been done since.

In MN now the dept of ed has only $10,000.  Funding given to one institution.

Legislators are seeking additional information related to induction.  Need to know benefits, what it is going to do etc.

Wisconsin has included in licensure rules that induction is required.  Funding may be an issue for them as well as for us.

Richard Simms appreciation
Caucus
MnSCU:  No nomination needed.  Dates seemed to work for everyone.  Place also seems to work
U of MN:  Mary will nominate someone from the UM-TC.  Dates ok.  And place needs more discussion/thought.  Do we move around?

Private Caucus:  Dates are ok, but may need to consider how this aligns with the AACTE meeting.  Place was a longer discussion – and lots of options were offered.    We will include some of the following in the survey:

· Uncouple Day on the Hill and the meeting/Congress

· Maybe we need to have fewer meetings during the year (two not three? NOTE: Check the constitution.

· Consistency in place vs. variety

· Room issues at the current hotel (noise? Run out of rooms etc)

· Is there a way to collaborate more closely with other organizations, e.g. MASA, EdMN etc)

· Might we meet in the summer

· Maybe go to a two day time in the fall

John Clementson has been nominated to MEC for a two year term and also as President Elect.

Recruiting and retaining teachers of color:

Bruce, Maureen, John

Bruce reviewed the data from the MTQM survey related to the number of students IN teacher ed programs and completers.
Ideas from the group:
· How do you reach out?  Recruiters who reach out – bringing young people to campus early (as HS students or MS)

· Need to have a longer discussion – it is a key issue and serious issue.  With 10,000 teachers per year prepared in MN – 6% is not sufficient.  We have to do a better job.  

· Financial side is challenging – especially during student teaching.

· Importance of having a critical mass.

· Dedicated staff to work with students of color; increasing the number of faculty of color.

We will come back to this conversation to have some dedicated staff.

Karen Balmer, BOT
Handout from Karen – 2008 initiatives

Paraprofessional rulemaking

Not licensing – rather a credential to recognize training.  Directive of the legislature.  Hearing on March 12.  Plan to finish by April.

Reading task force

Has been working for a year – framework for licensure and best practice.  Whole trajectory for all teachers.  It also addresses what is currently in place for reading specialists and advanced prep for reading teachers.

Legislature is interested in the work and has additional ideas.  BOT will invite us to participate when more is developed…

Special Education task force

Fall 08 – as a result of the Autism Society raising the issue of having a special license to address this area.  National models that are different – e.g. more generalist.  No answer yet, but this will be addressed next year.

PEPER review and redesign
A structure that helps us measure and lets us know what is going on within the programs related to standards.  The redesign will begin summer 08.  Plan 12-18 months of redesign – and allow for institutions to have 2 years of data to report.  Some accountability process will be in place.

Math alignment

Alignment study of k-12 standards and teacher prep standards.  The earlier alignment was strong, however the k-12 standards have changed.  Attention to STEM suggests a need to take a look at these again.  This may start this summer.

Legislative session

Background checks
ECFE licensure

American Indian Task Force (may be a revision of the SEP’s)

Gifted and Talented – (this might be included in the “exceptionalities” rather than just special education)
Reading

Science licensure

Library media specialist

Portfolio fee

2009 Initiatives

Rulemaking – decoupling, reading, technology: much of 2009

PEPER redesign

Special education: Task force and rulemaking

Legislative Session: beginning in January

Licensure rule changes


Current specialty will be separated from k-6

Middle level: endorsement; minor required; 5-week s.t. experience


“minor” is defined differently – need discussion related to this area

NOTE:  how does this align with “standards”


Technology

Impact: SEP; k-8 keyboarding for computer applications; library media specialist; renewal – clock hours related to technology


Reading

Close but no concrete language related to the rule

Licensure Rule Timelines:


Tentative


May 2008 BOT resolution to begin rulemaking


12-18 months for rulemaking process


Fall 2009 New licensure rules adopted


Winter 2010/spring 2011 new licensure rules effective


Proposed rules can be revised during rulemaking – we will be involved in the process


All rulemaking (reading, decoupling, technology) will be done as one large process

John Melick
Educator Licensing working toward more of a paperless system, faster processing time.  

Need our candidates to use the on-line system.  Paper applications are being returned unless the individual doesn’t have a credit card.  A paper system is available on request.

More renewals on line.  Phase ii this spring.

There will be a required training for certification officers.  

Phase II – improve 1st licenses as well as renewals.

MTQM AND MACTE: David and Stacy Ernst

NEW SITE

Review of the site.
How can this information be used by legislators?  Is there a way to link to the PEPER info to demonstrate what we actually do?
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