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ENGAGING ENGAGING STUDENTS IN LEARNING 

EM4: How does the candidate actively engage students in discourse to develop their own understanding of mathematical 
concepts? 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
• Students have limited 

opportunities in the clip(s) to 
engage with content in ways likely 
to improve their understanding of 
mathematical concepts through 
discourse. 

• Candidate accurately identifies 
successful and unsuccessful 
teaching practices. 

OR 
• Student behavior or candidate’s 

disrespect for one or more 
students severely limits students’ 
engagement in learning. 

• Strategies for intellectual 
engagement seen in the clip(s) offer 
opportunities for students to 
develop an understanding of 
mathematical concepts through 
discourse.  These strategies reflect 
attention to students’ 
backgrounds or experiences. 

• Candidate accurately identifies 
successful and unsuccessful 
teaching practices and proposes 
reasonable improvements. 

• Strategies for intellectual 
engagement seen in the clip(s) offer 
structured opportunities for 
students to develop their own 
understanding of mathematical 
concepts through discourse.  These 
strategies reflect attention to 
students’ backgrounds and 
experiences. 

• Candidate identifies successful and 
unsuccessful teaching practices.  
The proposed improvements are 
reasonable and address the learning 
of a subgroup or individual 
students. 

• Strategies for intellectual 
engagement seen in the clip(s) offer 
structured opportunities for students 
to actively develop their own 
understanding of mathematical 
concepts through discourse.  These 
strategies are explicit, and clearly 
reflect attention to students with 
diverse backgrounds and 
experiences. 

• Candidate identifies successful and 
unsuccessful teaching practices.  
The proposed improvements are 
reasonable and address the 
learning of  diverse students  
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ENGAGING DEEPENING STUDENT LEARNING DURING INSTRUCTION 

EM5: How does the candidate elicit and monitor students’ responses to deepen their understanding of mathematical concepts 
through discourse? 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
• Candidate primarily asks surface-

level questions and evaluates 
student responses as correct or 
incorrect. 

• Few connections are observed 
being made between and among 
mathematical concepts and 
representations of content. 

OR 
• Materials or candidate responses 

include significant content 
inaccuracies that will lead to 
student misunderstandings. 

• The candidate elicits student 
responses that require 
mathematical reasoning or 
problem solving strategies. 

• Candidate makes connections 
between and among mathematical 
concepts and representations of 
content. 

• Candidates and/or other students 
build on what students are saying 
and/or doing, using reasoning to 
improve understanding of 
mathematical concepts. 

• Candidate and/or other students 
prompt students to make 
connections between and among 
mathematical concepts and 
representations of content. 

• Candidate’s and/or other students’ 
interactions help develop or 
reinforce students’ abilities to 
evaluate their own ideas through 
reasoning. 

• Candidate and/or other students 
prompt students to make 
connections between and among 
mathematical concepts and 
representations of content. 

 
 


